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ASEAN Economies Face Opportunities 
and Challenges amid COVID-19 Siege

Southeast Asia will continue to face headwinds on its path to recovery from the
COVID-19 pandemic, say speakers at the ASEAN Economies: The Road to
Recovery webinar organized by Refinitiv and SEADS. During the webinar, ADB
Southeast Asia Department Director General Ramesh Subramaniam stressed the
need for a post-pandemic recovery, which is inclusive, pro-poor, and sustainable.
The webinar drew more than 500 attendees.

Watch the Recording

How to Give MSMEs a Better Chance against
Economic Shocks

In this op-ed piece, Bingxun Seng, principal at Singapore-based economic
strategy firm AlphaBeta, prescribes a framework to help small businesses survive
shocks like the COVID-19 pandemic.

Read More

Southeast Asia Economic Outlook and Implications
for Businesses

In a podcast on Spotify, Lazada chats with James Villafuerte, senior economist at
ADB’s Southeast Asia Department, on his insights on the region’s growth
trajectory.

How Gamification and E-learning Can Empower
Students in Lao PDR

The initiative, which is backed by the ADB-managed ASEAN Australia Smart Cities
Trust Fund, with support from the Government of Australia, aims to bridge the
country’s skills gap and raise the quality of its workforce.

Solar Energy Solutions Are Transforming Cambodia’s
Agriculture and Fisheries Sector

A project by the EU SWITCH-Asia Programme showcases solar's applications in
drying and storing produce.

How Augmented Reality Is Driving Action in the Plastic
Pandemic

Kay Vasey, founder of MeshMinds Foundation, shares some pointers on helping
launch an AR-powered campaign for UNEP.

PUBLICATIONS

Asian Development Outlook
2021 Update: Transforming
Agriculture in Asia

The pandemic continues to roil
economies in developing Asia as
governments struggle to cope with
renewed outbreaks amid uneven
progress on vaccination.

The region’s output is forecast to
expand by 7.1% in 2021 and 5.4% in
2022, supported by a broad recovery in
exports.

The report projects uneven recovery
caused by divergent growth paths.

Climate Risk Country Profile:
Philippines

This report from ADB and World Bank
summarizes the climate risks faced by
the Philippines and looks at adaptation
priorities.

Impacts of the RCEP on ASEAN
and ASEAN Least Developed
Countries in the Post-pandemic
Recovery

This policy brief from ERIA highlights
the impact of the Regional
Comprehensive Economic Partnership
agreement on ASEAN and its least
developed countries.

Access to Finance for
Sustainable Consumption and
Production Practices by SMEs in
India

This brief from SWITCH-Asia examines
the credit access of India’s SMEs in
financing sustainable consumption
and production practices and details
recommendations for financial
institutions.

EVENTS

ADB Knowledge Forum 2021: Learning through Change

29 September–1 October I Virtual

Key stakeholders from across the world will gather to consider how knowledge
management tools and techniques can optimize development work and drive
positive change.

Meeting Sustainability and Climate Goals with the Cloud in APAC

7 October, 11:00 a.m–2:00 p.m. SGT I Virtual

This webinar from AWS Institute and Eco-Business will look into the role of
technology—cloud computing in particular—in meeting sustainability and climate
goals in the Asia and the Pacific. 

De-Carbonization of the Cement Sector through Carbon Capture,
Utilization, and Storage

14 October, 4:00 p.m.–5:30 p.m., Manila time I Virtual

This webinar from ADB will discuss the findings of a pre-feasibility study on how
to capture and reuse carbon dioxide produced by the cement industry in India.
The study aims to provide lessons to other countries in Asia.

Women and Leadership 4.0

7 October, 3:00 p.m.–7:00 p.m., Manila time I Virtual

Twelve female leaders from Asia will share insights on leadership,
entrepreneurship, youth, and technology for good in this webinar from the
Economic Research Institute for ASEAN and East Asia and the Asian Network.

Grab to Launch Tech For Good Institute

4 October, 9:30 a.m.–11:00 a.m., Singapore time I Virtual

The non-profit think tank, Tech For Good Institute, will advance dialogues and
action-oriented research focused on technology, society, and Southeast Asia. The
event will be graced by Singapore Minister for Communication and Information
Josephine Teo and coincide with the release of the institute’s inaugural study on
the platform economy in Southeast Asia.

IN CASE YOU MISSED IT

Cloud Computing as a Key Enabler for Tech Start-ups across Asia
and the Pacific

In this webinar from ADB, experts weigh in on how fostering the adoption and
expansion of cloud computing among technology start-ups can help them better
contribute to the digital economy.
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