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SEADS Turns 1 
As the Southeast Asia Development Symposium (SEADS) celebrates its first

anniversary, we would like to announce that we are holding next year's symposium
on 16-17 March.

Through our symposia, co-hosted webinars, and the SEADS website, we spent the
past year delivering knowledge and solutions to our stakeholders in Southeast Asia.

We thank our Contributing Partners for sharing their insights and expertise with us. 

We look forward to delivering more knowledge and solutions to help countries in the
region address pressing development challenges.

Thank you for joining us in our journey.

How COVID-19 Cash Grants
Reached the Poor in the Philippines

In the Philippines, the COVID-19 pandemic has hit the poor the hardest,
pushing millions further into poverty. Over a period of 9 months in 2020, the
government implemented an ambitious program of delivering cash assistance
to about 90 million people to help them through the pandemic.

GCF in Cambodia: A Better Future for Farmers
The agriculture sector is one of the highest sources of greenhouse gas
emissions in Cambodia. The Green Climate Fund (GCF), in partnership with
the Asian Development Bank, is helping to reduce these emissions by building
the climate resilience of Cambodia's agricultural value chains.  

TCS Sustainathon ASEAN 2021 Launches in the
Philippines, Promotes Inclusivity in Education

Tata Consultancy Services (TCS) is awarding P150,000 in prize money for the
best solution to promote inclusive education. The Sustainathon 2021, which is
supported by SEADS, hopes to enable senior high school and college students
to join discussions on pressing issues about education and develop ideas on
how to have an “Inclusive Education for All in 2030.”

Restor Helps Anyone Be a Part
of Ecological Restoration

In the face of a rapidly warming planet, protecting and restoring the world’s
ecosystems is critical for safeguarding the biodiversity we all depend on and for
helping us adapt to a changing climate, says Kate Brandt, chief sustainability
officer at Google, as she looks at how Restor, an open data platform, can
help analyze the restoration potential of any place on Earth. 

Will Asia Outshine the West in a Bid
for a Sustainable Future?

The upcoming COP26 is a crucial milestone in the global fight against climate
change as countries gradually recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, says
Sherry Madera, London Stock Exchange Group's chief industry and
government affairs officer, in this op-ed. She notes that across Asia Pacific,
there is evidence of countries prioritizing adaptation measures to boost climate
resilience. 

Immediate Steps that Asia-Pacific Governments
Can Take to Decarbonize via the Cloud

The recent Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change report is a sobering
“code red for humanity” and shows just how much—and how quickly—we need
to change to mitigate the worst effects of climate change, says Quint
Simon, head of public policy, Asia-Pacific & Japan at Amazon Web Services. In
an op-ed, she examines how cloud computing is enabling accelerated
innovation on the path to net zero carbon.

Why Trust and Safety Is Essential
for E-commerce Platforms

While already trending before the COVID-19 pandemic, online marketplaces
have seen accelerated growth as the digitalization of retail and related fields
has become a necessity. The sector's growth, however, also led to an increase
in bad actors using fraud, impersonation, counterfeiting, and other abuses to
damage the reputation of online platforms and the brands and sellers they work
with, writes Alan Chan, Lazada chief risk officer. 

Grab Establishes Tech for Good Institute,
Releases New Platform Economy Research Report  

E-commerce platform Grab recently announced the launch of Tech For Good
Institute, a non-profit think tank which aims to advance research and dialogue
on Southeast Asia’s fast-growing digital economy. The institute also released its
inaugural report, Platform Economy: Southeast Asia’s Digital Growth
Catalyst, in partnership with Bain & Company.

Sustainable Energy Solution for Agri-Food
Processing and Waste Management in Rural Viet Nam
Huge agricultural residues in Viet Nam are being treated as wastes, dumped,
and burned, causing pollution and wasting resources. According to 2017
statistics from the Ministry of Industry and Trade, while the agriculture sector
produced 118 million tons of agricultural biomass annually, only 11% is used. To
help Viet Nam convert farm wastes into fuel for heating and processing, the
EU-backed SWITCH Asia Programme launched a project to introduce biomass
gassification technology in rural areas.

Publications

Protecting the Poor and Vulnerable against the Pandemic 

The coronavirus disease pandemic
has strained the Philippines’ health
system and pressured the
government to respond quickly. This
report from ADB examines how the
government implemented an
ambitious program of delivering cash
assistance to 18 million households
over a period of 9 months to help
them through the crisis.

Social Enterprises and Disability: Fostering Innovation,
Awareness, and Social Impact in the ASEAN Region

One in every six people in Asia and
the Pacific live with disability,
whether it is physical, learning,
cognitive or developmental, and
psychosocial. This report examines
how people with disability in ASEAN
face many of the same obstacles in
accessing education, decent work,
social protection services, and legal
support. The report notes that
women and girls who live with
disability face additional obstacles.

UN Principles for Responsible Digital Payments

In the wake of the COVID-19
pandemic, digital transactions from
governments to citizens nearly
tripled in 2020. When implemented
responsibly, digital payments are
swifter, safer, and more transparent
than cash. This report sets out
guidelines for governments,
companies, and international
organizations to ensure digital
payments meet people's needs,
while protecting the most vulnerable.

The Platform Economy: Southeast Asia’s Digital Growth Catalyst

The platform economy is flourishing
in Southeast Asia and is well-
positioned to bring new opportunities
and innovation in developing the
region's wider digital economy. This
report from Grab's Tech for Good
Institute and Bain & Company
examines the opportunities and
challenges facing countries in
nurturing vibrant platform
economies.

Framework for Circular Economy for the ASEAN Economic
Community

The ASEAN economic ministers
adopted the Framework for Circular
Economy for the ASEAN Economic
Community (AEC) at the 20th AEC
Council Meeting on 18 October. The
framework sets out an ambitious
long-term vision for a circular
economy in ASEAN, building on the
strengths of existing initiatives and
identifies priority areas for action
along with enablers. It was
developed by the ASEAN Secretariat
in collaboration with ERIA.

 

Events

DigitalxADB: Driving Digital Development across Asia and the
Pacific
11–29 October 2021 | 9:30 a.m.–5:00 p.m., GMT+8

Today is the last day of the Asian
Development Bank's (ADB)
signature digital event, DigitalxADB:
Driving Digital Development across
Asia and the Pacific. The forum
delves into how digital is reshaping
ADB's operations, investments, and
work.

Unpacking the RCEP Agreement, Public–Private Dialogue 1: The
RCEP E-Commerce Provisions and What They Mean for
Cambodia
2 November 2021 | 8:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m., Jakarta Time
 

ERIA is organizing a series of webinars about the Regional Comprehensive
Economic Partnership (RCEP), which establishes a free-trade agreement
among 15 ASEAN states. The first episode will discuss the e-commerce
provision and digitalization of trade that will be enhanced through increasing
levels of trust and confidence among e-commerce users, with focus on
Cambodia.

8th Asia-Pacific Housing Forum: Building Forward Better for
Inclusive Housing
7–9 December 2021 | 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Bangkok Time
 

Providing adequate housing and building cities for a sustainable recovery
pathway after the COVID-19 pandemic has become urgent. The event will
highlight policies and practical solutions that increase access to safe, decent,
and affordable housing. Speakers include Maimunah Mohd Sharif, executive
director of UN-Habitat, and Jonathan Reckford, chief executive officer of
Habitat for Humanity International. The event is co-orgnized by Habitat for
Humanity and SWITCH-Asia.
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