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Registration is now open for the Southeast Asia
Development Symposium 2022: Sustainable

Solutions for Southeast Asia’s Recovery, happening
on 16–17 March. Expect fresh insights on solutions,

policy responses, and innovations to help countries in the
region build back better from the COVID-19 pandemic.

In the Wake of COVID-19, Small Business Support
Programs Need to Deliver at Scale

Without an unyielding waterfall of money, philanthropy organizations should
adopt new approaches and new ways of thinking and doing in supporting
entrepreneurs, writes Alison Eskesen, vice-president, Mastercard Center for
Inclusive Growth, Asia Pacific, in this op-ed for SEADS.

This article is published in collaboration with Mastercard.

Green Recovery Policies Are Still Possible
Governments must prioritize fiscal spending that supports green recovery and
invest in long-term low-carbon solutions, rather than short-term unsustainable
expenditures on subsidizing fossil fuels.

This article is published in collaboration with UNESCAP.

No Time to Waste: Diving into Plastics Circularity
Circular solutions can help stem the rising tide of plastic waste in Southeast
Asia and enable the region to build back bluer.

A Career Upended by the Digital Revolution
Thanks to a training bootcamp, a marketing executive who took a few years
away from the workforce to focus on family, learned digital marketing skills
which helped her land a job a few weeks after graduating.

This story is published in collaboration with Generation.org.

The Promise of Blockchain in the New Paradigm for
Skills Development

Using a digital credentialing system for online courses registered on blockchain,
Indonesia aims to offer a fair and transparent way to recognize the skills and
educational experiences of students while enhancing their school-to-work
transition.

Leveraging the SwipeRx App to Boost Tuberculosis
Screening at Pharmacies in Indonesia

A 5-week digital campaign reached 189,000 pharmacy professionals and a
36% engagement rate to drive pharmacy contributions to stopping TB in
Indonesia.

This article is published in collaboration with mClinica. 

Here is How Major Hotel Chains
Are Saying ‘No’ to Plastic

By switching to reusable bottles and refillable soap dispensers and reimagining
supply chains to be more sustainable, hotels chains are making a headway in
reducing plastic wastes.

Publications

Landscape Study of Inclusive Business in Viet Nam

This report from UNESCAP and the
Inclusive Business Action Network
examines the inclusive business
landscape in Viet Nam and
recommends a set of measures to
promote such a business model
among companies.

Big Data for Better Tourism Policy, Management, and Sustainable
Recovery from COVID-19

This joint report from the United
Nations World Tourism Organization
and Asian Development Bank
explores how big data can support
the development of sustainable
tourism and help revitalize and
reshape the sector as it emerges
from the pandemic.

Sustainable Tourism After COVID-19: Insights and
Recommendations for Asia and the Pacific

This ADB publication examines
tourism in Asia and the Pacific and
how to reset the sector to contribute
more effectively to the Sustainable
Development Goals.

Events

Southeast Asia Development Symposium 2022: Sustainable
Solutions for Southeast Asia’s Recovery
16–17 March, 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m., Manila Time

The pandemic has had a deep and profound impact throughout Southeast Asia.
Many of the region’s hard-won gains in reducing poverty, creating jobs, and
enhancing health and well-being have been reversed, with the poor and
vulnerable particularly hard-hit. This year's Southeast Asia Development
Symposium (SEADS) will highlight innovative solutions to help countries build
back better and rebound from the COVID-19 crisis.

Multilateral Development Banks as Drivers for Carbon Capture,
Utilization, and Storage
3 March 2022, 1:00 p.m.–2:00 p.m., CET

Developed and emerging economies need to deploy more carbon capture,
utilization, and storage (CCUS) technologies to decarbonize their industrial
sectors. With their experience in assisting countries on carbon capture projects,
multilateral development banks can play an important role in driving CCUS as
part of their clean energy and decarbonization policies.

In this webinar, experts from the World Bank, Asian Development Bank, and
European Investment Bank will discuss how multilateral development banks
can drive CCUS deployment forward. 

Policy Guidebook Launch Event: Harnessing Digital Technology
for Financial Inclusion in Asia and the Pacific
14 March 2022, 10 a.m.–11:30 a.m., Bangkok TIme

Harnessing digital technology is one of the ways to bring millions of unserved
and underserved people across the Asia–Pacific region into the formal financial
sector. The United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the
Pacific (UNESCAP), in collaboration with the Griffith Asia Institute (GAI),
developed a Policy Guidebook to support the region’s policy makers and
regulators to capitalize on the opportunity to harness digital technology as an
effective means to advance financial inclusion and enhance the well-being of
those at the bottom of the pyramid, including women. 

This webinar will examine the policy tools and case studies outlined in the
Policy Guidebook to demonstrate specific actions governments can take to
enable effective digital financial inclusion. The webinar will also feature a panel
discussion with experts from the region to provide additional insights and
commentary on the issues.

In Case You Missed It

Healthy Oceans Tech and
Finance Forum

Hear from experts as they
discussed innovative technologies,
best practices, case studies, and
practical solutions to protect and
enhance the health and resilience of
ocean ecosystems and coastal
communities during the recent
Healthy Oceans Tech and Finance
Forum. Around 35 sessions covered
four thematic tracks: (1) Plastic-Free
Oceans, (2) Coastal Resilience, (3)
Ocean Finance, and (4) Blue Foods. 
Watch recordings.
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