
SEADS Spotlight • Deploying AI

Artificial intelligence (AI) has amazing transformative potential that is already
being realized, from helping medical professionals treat patients to saving
wildlife. Yet leading technologists and academics have also flagged its potential
dangers. Here is a roundup of our AI coverage, from the need to govern the
technology to how it can potentially transform economies and how it is being
applied in certain sectors. 

To forge a responsible future for AI, every organization that creates or uses
advanced AI systems will need to develop and implement its own governance
systems. 

This article is published in collaboration with Microsoft.

With robots and AI spurring productivity, trade, and the creation of new skills,
many technological developments in these fields are delivering tangible
benefits.

This article is published in collaboration with the Economic Research Institute
for ASEAN and East Asia.

From raising awareness about pressing issues to communicating complex
ideas, the marriage of AI and creativity has ushered in a new era of artistic
exploration and expression. It is also allowing digital artists to create data
visualizations that make complex information more accessible and
understandable to a wider audience.

This article is published in collaboration with The MeshMinds Foundation. 

Data-driven solutions have helped cities and countries hone their COVID-19
response and mitigation strategies. Countries like the Republic of Korea, for
instance, deployed data mining solutions, AI-powered advance warning
systems, and proactive digital surveillance systems to respond to the crisis,
providing lessons for Southeast Asia.

This article was first published by BIMP-EAGA.

Other Stories

To unlock these opportunities, the region needs joint action from multiple
stakeholders to provide regulations, standards, manufacturing sector reforms,
and other initiatives.

Adopting sustainable consumption and production practices will have multiple
economic and social benefits, such as creating green jobs and reducing
pollution.

This article was first published by BIMP-EAGA.

The International Atomic Energy Agency is piloting the application of nuclear
solutions to plastics recycling in Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, and
Thailand.

This article was first published by BIMP-EAGA.

The use of guarantees in blended finance transactions could help close the
infrastructure financing gap in Asia.

This article is published in collaboration with Infrastructure Asia.

Providing access to financing, business development services, and training, as
well as addressing gender-based discrimination is crucial. 

This article is published in collaboration with the Economic Research Institute
for ASEAN and East Asia.

Advancing a net-zero vision for buildings and precincts entails deploying
innovative design and management solutions.

This article is published in collaboration with Mott MacDonald.

Publications

This report analyzes the prospects for tech startups in agriculture, the green
economy, health, and education in Indonesia. Download

This report examines how the pandemic hit public financing and altered
investor appetites. It highlights the growing need for public–private partnerships
and outlines financing models, risks, and trends. Download

This paper examines scientific climate findings and formulates policies and
strategies to bolster Asia's climate resilience. Download

Events

23 August 2023, 9:00 a.m.–1:30 p.m. GMT+8 • Hybrid

ASEAN countries pledged bold action toward carbon neutrality at both COP26
and COP27. However, pathways toward carbon neutrality vary between
countries. The ASEAN Plan of Action of Energy Cooperation, the regional
blueprint for the energy sector, states that availability, accessibility, and
affordability of energy supply should be the fundamental goal. 

This forum will examine how ASEAN countries can achieve their Nationally
Determined Contributions (NDCs) while meeting the goals set out in the
region's energy blueprint.

September 2023 • Online

With the help of hundreds of billions of dollars in international aid,
nongovernment organizations (NGOs) across Asia and the Pacific play a key
role in delivering vital programs and services to help people in need. Many
NGOs, however, struggle to effectively leverage technology and have little
capacity to undertake digital transformation.

This webinar will help NGOs bolster their digital capabilities in four areas: non-
for-profit cloud collaboration, selection, migration, and support; data capture
and analysis to track and improve impact; digital marketing techniques to attract
funding; and cyber security protection to keep data and employees safe.

Exact date to be announced soon.

26–27 October 2023, 9:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. KST | Suwon, Republic of Korea

For more than a decade, the Asia–Pacific Housing Forum has convened
stakeholders to seek solutions to affordable housing issues and promote
decent housing as a driver of economic growth.

The forum will examine themes, including finding adequate housing solutions in
the region, policy options for urban informal settlements, climate change and
affordable housing, financing and affordable housing, and addressing rising
housing challenges. 

To learn more, visit www.aphousingforum.org.

Self-paced | Available until June 2024

People are at the heart of smart, livable cities. However, many cities are not
properly planned and built to serve their diverse populations, with women and
girls, people with disabilities, older persons, and children left vulnerable and
marginalized.

This free online course from the ASEAN Australia Smart Cities Trust Fund
(AASCTF) introduces key concepts, examines inclusion issues, and provides a
toolkit to make cities more inclusive. The course, which can be taken any
time, is designed for city government personnel, city planners, policymakers,
and members of civil society organizations in Asia and the Pacific. The course
is also relevant for urban services and development professionals, researchers
and students, and others who are interested in improving and mainstreaming
gender equality and social inclusion in urban projects and integrating smart
inclusive approaches toward people-centered urban development.
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